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By Richard Crensey
PASSENGEHRS abeard a jumbe jet
were blisgfully unaware it was
carryin m%ﬂmt could have
blown their e from the aky

Packed inlo an ardinsrv-locking
cardboard box in the hold wers
chemicals used Lo make weapons and
rocket fuel destined for Iran,

An escape of gas could have caused
an exploglon or the releage of poison
fumes into the cabin with deadly
results for the 183 gers and 17
crew aboard the m Heathrow
to Brubal

Their Eritish Airwsys Bowving 747
ifgdetg :gfhegly %t the .bu_sixzzzhsmazz

o tha e terrifving scheme
was lagt weeggaﬂed for o year
In the first prosecution of its kind,

Manu Chandnani, of Penepnden

Heath, Maidstone, arvanged for the
three ehemicals - two of whick can

" gave In fo
client pressure’

be used to make weapons and the §
other rocket fuel - to be flown i
Tk:giéan vin Dubai .

They were packed miy a plain &
cardhoard box with ns Eabﬂ%m- H
acourate documentation, Maldstope |
Cromvn Court was told ;

The chemicals were o dangercus |
tha! not only zre they banned from |
being transported by air but also |
pmh%a. ited fom being sent to Tehran |
because of the suspicians over fran's |
ambitinns o bulld nuclesr weapons,

The potentially lethal catgo was|
discovered za it was unlbaded in!
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Chandnani, 54, Who runs a one-man
business called Scott Selence in
Hesdeorn, Kent, admitted endanger-
ing the mafety of the aircraft and
: musi:g dangerous chemicals to be
- carried on a plané. He had labelled
the contents of the box as a lab test kit

Jud Jeremy Carey branded
Chancosnt recidess but accepted that
ke bed not envisaged the risk to the
aireraft and  had  simply been
trying to further his business mterests
mtiggﬂ than help the Imanians to
stockpile ch WEeRDOnS.

“You had s desire to further your
buginess and enhance profit -

. "

W 1 january 2006

: {Jr:

lzudable motives in the everyday
“course of business but not when you
put others 8t risk,” the tudge said
Chandnani told the court his
knowledge of chemicals was “aimost
nonexiztent”. He said: “It's all too easy
for someone ke me to succumb o
pressure. My hvelthood ds on

these customers and Tjust ohliged.”

Chris Van Hagen, defending, said:
it was not geed that drove
him to it It was the

eustomer for fear of losing them.”

won't happen again”

British Airways sald the incident |
happetied in May 2004. A spokesman ¢
added: “We take security extremely .
serjously and we are confident this !

pressure of work |
and  this urge io please the |

Firancial Times

3 jaruary 2064

FLYi 2o throw
‘in the towel

FLYL, parent of
ndependence Aly, ssid
yesterday that it would
voluntarily discontinue
operations becmuse of
continued financist
chailenges facing the
Company. .

The kwiare abkling _
operator satd it would Hslt
operations as of Thureday’
January % 2006, and safd it
was seeking bankruptey
court approval to refund
cusiomers with reservatlons
for flights scheduled {o
depart beyond that time.
Reuters, New York

Tui expands with
40% Jetdyou stake

Cerman travel opergior and
shippiog sompany Tul has
oought & 40 per cent stake
in Moroooan Ww-cost alriine
Jetdven for & singledight
million sure amount,

The sirline’s gther
stakehniders are Morocoan
businessmen Guy
Marrasche and Ahmed
Bansbhes Teari, a3 well as
sttiieriwals Bank and the
investiment fund Investmia
Dow Jopes. Frankfurt
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